











NU HILL KOR A CLIMBER
NO MISSION TO DIFFICULT

{CLmpe®a

PRENS ON, HILLCLIMBERS




@The Hillclimhers

The 147th Avn Co “Hillclimbers” previocusly commanded by Major Marvin B. (Jack)
Cos Jr. 16 Oct 1969 to 13 Jun 1970, has set an all time high for cambat flying
time accumulated by a CH-47 “Chinook” Campany in wvietnam.

On 6 February 1970 a CH-47 helicopter piloted by Major Marvin B. Cox Jr., and

Captain Wes H. Swenson, uﬂcrde;FlJ.ghtEhgg.neer SP5 Dale Snelling,

Crew Chief S H. Kriz, Door Gunner SP5 Tim Tamiinson, finished the day

:Ylnggu:gﬂmﬁﬂﬂﬂﬂilmr To fully reciate the magnitude of this accom-

ishment, multiply the fl hours by 100 Knots, which i1s the average working
used by a CH-47 ing a mission.

Your answer is the fantastic distance of 5,000,000 air miles or approximately
the same distance as would be covered if one traveled to the moon and back
times. Add to ﬂuﬂﬁﬂzggn hour actummﬂzet a record hau%:.rﬁ:g of over 647,387
pmmds of 507 passengers medevacs and 816 aircraft recoveries
ca:& basic picture of what the Boeing-Vertol “Chinook” and the men

af the 147th have accamplished since the unit’s arrival in Vietnam.

The real begining of the “Hillclimbers” in Vietnam started on 29 June 1965.

'{he m]%:h was organized undar and assigned to the 441:1;1:1: Transportation Batta-
ion Aviation Group, at Fort Benning Georgia new campany was assigned

8 camnissioned officers, ZE warrant officers, and 142 enlisted men.

On 14 August 1965, the unit was alerted for overseas movement with an
reud:.mssdﬂhﬂoflESeptmberlgﬁ andapermmlrmdlmssdateofg
ber 1965. At this time, only eleven officers and fifty enlisted men, of the
total a.sngned,ueraaxperancadintlﬁm-ﬂ I'matnthala:ga
ofof1carsardanl1stadmantnbetra51t10nadarﬂorqual1fladmtha Chinock”
the 147th Awn Co went into a riged l'_nJ.n.Lng . By 21 Angust 1965 all
pilots has completed twent f:l.vahnu.rsofl ttmarﬂasamdaygrmrﬂ
school, required for qual ication. time flown during the transition

tm—

The assigned CH-47 aircraft were 1962 modles and had to undergo extensive main-
tence modifications by the 17lst Transportation Detachment. The 171st worked
in close coordination with -Vertol, the Philco corporation, and Cellons
Raido Corporation to retrofit al aircraft with T55-L-7 engines, self sealing
fuel cells Decca Navigation, and ARC-102 raidos. During this period the 171st
also installed the CH-47's with armor plating and approcimately 540 other modi-
flcaﬂgmdworﬂl:ordars (MWC’'s) , and time before overhaulings were accomplished or
camp, wi

On 2 Octocber 1965, the 147th began to ferry the eighteen CH=47's to Fort Stockton
Callifornia, mm&ﬂmt&mm. This was the largest mumber of
'ﬂu:mka” ever attemped to be flown across the Um.ted States at one. The flight

canpleted in a record time of four flying dg{s anqmggaofﬂifly:.ng
ia coammercial

ag&r fand, Caviformia o ‘[ﬁe boarded the USNS Gei and sailed

t to Oakland, California.
the same day. Thal?lstardallmmaftmalmdadatllmda rt Terminal
California on the USS Croaton, and departed on 8 November 1965.

The USNS Gei entered the territoral waters of the ic of Vietnam on 23
November 19 mﬂlmﬂedatmeZTmlg . The USS Crocaton arri-
ved three days later on 30 1965, and the first CH-47 flown from the
small carrier on 1 December 1965. As each aircraft landed at Vung Tau Airfield
it was 100% missicn . This was an outstanding accompliehment for any
“Chinock Company”. The 147th was assigned to Vung Tau Airfield as a tennant
unit and was under the command of the 1llth Aviation Battalion, 12th Aviation

Group, United States Army Vietnam.




The 147th became the 1lst operational “Chinook” company in Vietnam, outside the
1st Cavalry Division (Airmobile). It's mission was two-fold; to prmda air-
craft support for the lst Infan Division thru the 1lth Aviation Battalion,
and to provide aircraft recovery for the III and IV Coprs area.

One day after arrival :l.n Vietnam, the 147th flew its first training mission.

ing tra:.mng “Chinooks"” were diverted to Saigon to air lift 20 Dl‘.}ﬂl
cargo to Vung Tau The f:l.rst scheduled cambat smt mission was flown
on 17 December 1965 to ition 1,756 combat 173rd Airborn

Infan i . Five later a downed UH-1D ° * Helicopter became the
first a1 t recovery performed by the 147th.

Today, the 147th, known was the “Hillclimbers’ K is commanded Major Robert A.
Halbman and is located in Can Tho. Tln}ﬁldinbersarea of the 1st
Aviation Bri ., 164th Aviation (Cambat) , and the 307th Aviation Batta-

lion (Combat) cammanded by LTC Colin W. McKenzie Jr.

The “Hillclimber” aircraft have changed from the 1962 models to the “C" Model
Chinooks and a gradual influx of the latest in Chinock developments of the Boeing-
Vertol line the new “C"”, capable of lifting loads up to 24,000 pounds and
now these helicopters hagantngrnmthestallsofthaﬂllldmnbnratublm

The 147th’s basic mission has changed very lz.ttle mr&r the last five S.
mteadafm:ppu both III and IV Corps, of the “Hi ::-.h.ui:ara

s heard only in the Delta. nralmge ly most of their mission
furG-dforcasmthaDalmprmmngﬂmSpecuanrm with food and water,
building materials, ammo, Esex and class VI. The /th, 9th and 21st
ARVN Divisions along with the 44th Spec:xal Tactical Zone cc:rplata the list of

ly supported units. Although the above units are regularly supported

the 147th unit in the Delta has access to the vessitile haul capabilities
of these éoglfyng-Vertol Helicopter. 9

The “Hillclimbers” have established an enviable record of service over their years
of flying in the Delta. The outstanding record established by the 147th was
accamplished by the professicnal men who do the work. These men, their attitude,
and motto; “No Hill For A Climber - No Mission To Difficult”, will ensure the
units continued success as they “Press On” to their next 50,000 hours.







SP4 Amman - Ready. Sirl b




550 Thamas, ILT Sullivan and
153 Taylar

Maj. Halbman & 155 TAyvlor
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SPS Anderson - Co. Clerk

Unit Secretary Hoang Thi Phuong 10




SP4 Negrom - Unit Supply Clerk SP4 Tobaco - Unit Supply Clerk




SP4 Bratton - Supply Clerk
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SP4 Bain ““paint the doors white”". |2
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I think I“ve been [orgotten.

Boy, you should smell this one.




How, what have you been up to?




17 SFC Ringen - Maintenance Supervisor SP6 Wentling - Technical Inspector




SP6 Lucas - Technical Inspector

SP4 Blount - Maintenance Clerk

SP4 Monroe - Unit Armorer

SP4 Gantt - (H-47 Crew Chief
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CW3 Scholl - Tech Supply OIC

|9  SP4 Delumau - Tech Supply Clerk SPS Brown - Tech Supply NCOIC
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Head“s I win, Tail“s you lose.
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Just a little bit closer. Who stole the C's - 20
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Peter reduce the power,

Hello Folks. I'm the AC

Win a few lose a few.

21 Who stole the Blades?







23 Hard working NCO with Tech advise.




2404 Supervision

Which one? I don’t see any ratl 24
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Stop the Bleeding

] i | o '
25 Hail the tunnel covers dosm. Wide ovals?y




If I only had a doggone ladder. Ouick.iit"s bleeding. 26
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I didn"t mean flor you to take
it out and clean it.

Quick, turn the pilot heal on.

I still can"t get that roast beefl
out of my toothl -

For some reacnn, it doesn’t
look Tight.




Mama San didn"t wash my ncmay. 78



OF, Who's been cooling their Cokes
with this one?

Make sure wu menuse your heads and
don“t slip up.

Pl =

29 I don"t want to hear it. Mill around, Mill.




“It got to £it”™

The latrine is the
other way!

Dees this machine open Coke
?

You“ve got to be kidding. Samebody stole our spark plug wire. 30
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You“re late again, Hash.

A wrench in the XMSN?
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ur visor down, here come
|

S yo
here and it should spark. the CO,




“Alright, what did the TI say?”™




The “V™ of the Hame




Caught in the act. 34



The Hillclimber Stable

Raceway Park
start engines

35 Pull it out. Bring him in dead or alive.
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Hitch Hiking




30 If you don“t stop.
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Hey Pete. bring the box|

Hillclimber Flight.

Alright. who did it?
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This darn belt is just a little
to tight.




It"s stuckl I711 get that darn Roach this time. 47



Sizeing up the hole.




FFC Girtman - Serveing it up.
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ILT Sullivan. ADmin
m. Halbman, Hilleclimber "B~
Mamna san

It tastes like Bubble gum.
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Another day of Turn on the light.




Waiting for a mirror.
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. Play it again.
Having fun
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Relaxing =

This letter just kills me.
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Another blister

&

SP4 POWELL
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MY_PHOTO
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MY PHOTO
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MY _PHOTO

76




Oi
=~
o}
I
-
>!
=




MY _PHOTO
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